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Abstract

Lening Liu

Columbia University in the City of New York

Pedagogical Grammar: Its Status and Formation
in the International Education of Chinese

HF B ELBER T LHF T AR R R

This lecture explores the nature of pedagogical grammar within the field of International Education
of Chinese and examines its development. The speaker argues that the core objective of the discipline
should be the creation of a pedagogical grammar and its associated teaching methodologies, rather
than focusing solely on peripheral areas such as language policy, theories of second language acqui-
sition, and cross-cultural communication. We will begin by redefining grammar through the lens of
Constructional Grammar, which posits that grammar comprises a set of constructions systematically
stored in the human mind that link linguistic forms to their meanings—encompassing semantic,
syntactic, pragmatic, and cultural aspects. These constructions are not abstract rules but rather re-
flections of actual language use. To formulate a pedagogical grammar, it is essential to integrate the
latest linguistic insights from various theoretical frameworks—be they formal or functional—into
concrete teaching strategies and activities. This process must adhere to general pedagogical princi-
ples, including accuracy, conciseness, and sufficiency, and should be tailored to the specific language
context. The acquisition errors typical of language-specific learners and their native language knowl-
edge must also be taken into account. Only after establishing such a pedagogical grammar for Chi-
nese can we effectively identify appropriate methods for teaching its structures and uses. The lecturer
will provide examples to illustrate how this grammar is developed and applied in practice.



Lening Liu

Columbia University in the City of New York

When Register Grammar Meets Literature:
the Contemporary Literary Works as Teaching Materials for
the International Education of Chinese

In the past decade, Chinese Register Grammar has undergone rapid development. This paper applies
its principles to analyze stylistic differences between two prominent modern Chinese writers, Wang
Zengqi and Yu Hua.

Register Grammar is based on the idea that language use varies systematically according to
social and situational contexts (Halliday & Matthiessen, 2014; Feng, 2012). It provides analyti-
cal tools for examining grammatical patterns characteristic of different registers, including literary
genres. This approach has been widely employed in stylistic analysis to investigate how authors
manipulate linguistic choices to achieve specific effects, focusing on aspects such as lexical density,
syntactic complexity, and textual cohesion.

Working within this framework and incorporating recent advancements in Chinese Register
Grammar, this paper conducts a detailed stylistic analysis of Wang Zengqi and Yu Hua. We select
representative short stories from both writers and transform them into ,tagged texts” (BRyERI S
). Through a contrastive analysis, we examine their lexical choices, syntactic structures—includ-
ing nucleus verbs (prosody, transitivity, modality, tense, and aspect), noun phrase complexity, and
distinctive sentence patterns (e.g., existential sentences, Ba-construction, and passive sentences)—as
well as register shifts and overall storytelling models.

Our findings reveal stark stylistic differences between the two writers. Wang Zengqi demon-
strates a refined, highly crafted style that seamlessly integrates folk vocabulary and classical Chinese
elements. His writing is more descriptive and grounded in the past tense, creating a stable, author-
itative narrative voice. In contrast, Yu Hua adopts a more experimental approach. His language
closely resembles the formal speech of contemporary Chinese (Feng, 2024; Liu, 2024), characterized
by SVO sentence structures, complex noun phrases, disyllabic verbs and their direct objects and
adverbials, frequent passive and disposal constructions. His storytelling often employs fragmented,
non-linear structures and frequently begins in medias res, creating immediate engagement and in-
trigue. While Wang Zengqi focuses on the temperament and interests of daily life, Yu Hua centers
his narratives on the fate of ,little characters” amidst social upheaval.

Rather than analyzing literary works solely through abstract aesthetic or sociocultural perspec-
tives, a register grammar-based stylistic approach anchors literary appreciation in concrete linguistic
evidence. This method provides language educators with practical tools for analyzing literary texts
and offers learners of Chinese as a second language clear guidance for understanding—and even
imitating—masterful works of literature.
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